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Hambly and Woolley Studio

Toronto, Ontario, Canada
Cindy Rendely Architexture

The objective was to create a modest but elegant office for a boutique art
and graphic design studio that would reflect and enhance the firm's
reputation for creating clear, thoughtful and lighthearted work. The
architect met this brief by defining the interior with colour and flaunting a
minimal palette of inexpensive materials. In particular, recycled wood was
treated in an unusual fashion to reflect the firm’s eco-awareness, creativity
and its ability to do a lot with a little.

The 370-square-metre studio office is situated on the top floor of a historic
warehouse building in downtown Toronto, with limited access to natural light
due to surrounding buildings on three sides. Limited to only essential elements,
the aim was to give all millwork, furnishing, light fixtures, doors and windows a
sculptural appearance and to establish a blank backdrop for the studio’s own
work and its collection of globes.

The space was stripped to its essential elements, exposing ductwork and timber
floors, ceilings and beams. Perimeter offices were created and punctured with
frosted windows at playful heights, allowing natural light to penetrate into the
heart of the floor and affording a sense of intrigue and visual openness.

A reduced palette of inexpensive materials — paint, laminate and reclaimed
wood — define the interior's warm and casual aesthetic and imbue the space
with a graphic quality. The unusual hues of the colour-splashed walls were
drawn from the firm's logo. Patchwork wood millwork, tabletops and doors were
simply varnished to expose their natural beauty, complementing the building’s
original features. Inward-looking and calmly detailed, the office’s unity and
compositional clarity is derived from good proportions, intuitive circulation

and adjacencies, with a blurring of plinth, edge, wall and furniture.
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1 Reception

2 Central layout space
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3 Meeting room
4 Staff kitchen
5 Layout area with view to pin-up wall
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